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belled bv the economic development which has synchronised
witli tie growth of Socialism, The fine examples of modern
arcliitecture which are to be seen in every large town, the
museums of industrial art, the very shop windows of every
street furnish evidence that the workman's skill and conscien-
tiousness were never greater than now, and that, however bitter
the relationships between capital and labour may be, the
industrial foundations of the country as laid during the last thirty
years have been laid well and truly, and that the fabric which is
rising above them Is worthy of the pioneer work that went before.
No one can visit German industrial towns, and see the work-
men is the streets and at their employment, without being
impressed by a certain neatness in their appearance and a
certain smartness in their bearing which, on reflection, he
somehow does not seem to recall as obvious and matter-of-
course characteristics of the working classes at home. Co-
ordinating his observations with a view to relating cause with
effect, he is unable to conclude that this difference, so favourable
to the German workman, is the result of better wages or healthier
homes. Is it a result of a more drastic school regime ? Is
industrial Germany taught from its earliest years to cultivate a
cleanly exterior, an alert presence, and a respectful demeanour ?
All these virtues are no doubt fostered in the people's schools,
thoagh children of school age play on mud-heaps and run. about
barefooted in German towns as in others.
Certain it is that the German boy of the working class in
general exhibits a respectfulness and self-restraint, the German
girl a modesty and absence of ostentation, which are not equally
characteristics of English youth belonging to the same rank, and
for this the schools, which still cling tenaciously to the old-
fashioned maxim that children should be seen and not heard,
may unquestionably claim a large share of credit. But between
youth and manhood there is time and opportunity for forgetting
many of the healthy lessons of school life, and it is here that tie
German system of man-making differs from the English in that
it bridges over this critical interval between youth and puberty
by two disciplines, each of which in its way effectively carries
forward and strengthens the influences and impressions which
been created by the primary school.
Tie first is the contmuatioE school, and the second is the